© Good Abvice befoze it be too Late ; 
Being a BREVIATE for the 
Convention: Humbly Repreſented to 
 . the Lords and. Commons of England. 


'T Hereas we cannot but:be made very apprehenſive by 
./Y\ /. thoſe ſeveral: efficacious-Papers, ſuch as Dr. B's, 
k Mr. F*s, AWordto the Wiſe ;, and another as cloſe, 
Ew Bueſftions. Debatedz and the like y which go about; leſt the 
Grdying part of the Nation ſhould be fo much intent uponQne 
LTiblng,/ asithat Others'bemegletted; or :left they be fo taken 
vp with pufting:the-Crown upon an.Head moſt deſerving, it, as 
that” they forget what-is: to be done firſt 5 which is, The Con- 
ſideration of the Conſtitution'of the Realm, and the declaring 
that- Conſtitution, before: any: Perfon beadmitted into a&tual 
Regiment 5 /1t-being' common ifor thoſe that look bnt on vne 
'Thing, to: be.tooſudden.: Wee therefore judg it meet, That 
 thisxtſvuing Paper, which was in a: few Coples given-to ſome 
Members:of the Houſes; for: preventing that Evil,;. ſhould alſo 
be made publick, to go abroad with ſuch Papers as thoſe of the 
+ former: Natore. -Fory'as-it- is. wife in a People. when they 
make any«Cormpaa,: whether with:their Rulers, or others,.that 
though they believe the Party they deal with to be the beſt in 
- the World, to treat with chinv for all that, 'and be as: punctual 
upon the.Terms 'to make all ſecure, as if they were dealing 
with the worſt : So it is alſo honeft 'for them, in ſeeking the 
- Good of 'their Countey, to- deny''Self-intereſt, and to prefer 
the benefiting a Nation; | before the magnifying any ſingle Per- 
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"is BREPIATE:. 


_ People of this-Nation: are by Birth-z Free People, 


who are born to a Liberty of Perſon and Propricty. in. 
their Goods ang Lands 3. and therefore Englayds rightly calld 


2 Free'State. \_: - 


To underſtand the Government, we. muſt know thas, theſe... 
two Things are always to be: Giftinguiſh ed, theConſtirarion and - 
the. Adminiſtration... DEV 

© The Conftirmion of a Gvyernment does lie in the Original. 


_- Agreement: of the People, which. they make between them- 0 = | * 
ſelves, or-with their-idtended Governour. or-Governours, be» 
fore the Government be ſet ups whether there. be Done - before, | 
or the Formerat an end, * .. 


Whenthe People are in ſuch a. State, while: thero is no Order - 
of. Superiority, or- Inferiority.. introduced, it is called a-Cons - 


manizy-s When 2 Ruler is choſe, fo thatthere.is.a -Ruling and, 
Ruled Part; it.is.a.Sactety, 'or called a-Common-Waalth. 


Levus ſuppoſe a.Company of Families, that _having..no de. hs Y 
pendance on.one another, .nor any one, having Power. over the -- 
ather,'yet living near cach ather,: da find it.convenient to-join 
together.-ig..2.Saciety,: for mutual; ce ys cn Jome: Far 
regn Enemy, or: for: the, reaping ſeveral A es which , 
they ſhall receiveby.it-/. The Heads or Reprefeotrives af theſe - 
E antics alembled, are:to conlider:what.1 is tO De donedn. _ - 
tos theſe Ends: .: | EE 4 
Three Things: more eſpecially they:mnſt confule: pon Beviric *- 
- GL Government, ( as 10 the Sort. or King: _ IS, \beſt.for 
2, Who ſhallbeGovertioar: or. Governours Pers; vin 
-3.. And by what Laws or Rules they: ſhall BOVerD,. whoar Are 
entruſted > with the Supreme! Power ?. -; ;:;« en 
| And anare particularly, in relation_te what Meaſure of- it bo 
they 5vilt allow them, to.bave over. theie-Perſons and. Eſtates; 
to. uſe them as they have Occaſion, for the Publick Good. ; For R 
when they are yet free.in both, the Governour can have Power - | 
WD. bux xo farther thay. they jat firſt conſent. Whatloevete 
Reler- 
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| © Reſervations of Liberty the'People make in their Agreenient;. 


theſe are to be look'd upon as their Rights: by: the. Laws of the 


Conſtitution, and efſential thereunto, and conſequently: invio- 
lable by 'any of theſe Governours whom they ſet up for the 


Adminiſtration; the very-Laws of the Adminiſtration being 
vellh ſo far as they interfere with-.any of. theſe of the Conſti- 
- ' The Conſtitution and-Laws tliereof being:agreed upon; . and 
it being impoſſible for Humane Prudenceito foreſpe:all- Acci- 
| dents, which muſt 'be provided for ;.therefore as they arife, 

the Adminiſtration necellarily-muſt lie. in theſe -two- Things : 
The making farther Laws ( ſubordinate ſtill to- thoſe fore- 
' prizd ) as. occaſion requires, .and ſeeing them executed, that 
1, in Legiſlation-and Judgment. The One is the: Bufineſs of 
the Supreme Authority ; the.Orher of the Inferiot Magiſtrates 


— 


or Officers, and Executioners- of the ſame, according to: that- 


Fundamental Agreement made by the People. 


Ons Government now, as conſtitated in order to this Adlmj- 


-niſtragion; 1s;: we know, a mixt Government. A Government 


i kniowti'tobe pure or mixt, 'by the placing-the. Supreme Ay-. 
thority. If- the People- place it ſingly in the King,.or ſingly in 


| the Nobles,' or ſingly-in the People, then it -is a pure Monar- 


chy, Ariſtocracy, or Democracy : But when it is placed:inalt: 


Three; it is a mixt Government, as. Ours is, where there are 


 - "Theſe Things1 parſue only ſo far as is neceſſary, tothe reach- 
ing-amy main Purpoſe ; and: the trading me to.a right diſcern- 


no-Laws in the Adminiſtration made but. by: King, Lords,” and | 


. ment of the preſent Condition: into which we are now-broughe 


in regard to this-ſaid Government: 


'The Supreme Power of the-Nation being placed in a Parlia- 


ment, which is a Corporation.of King, Lords, and Commons,. 
that. is, the Sapreme* Authority reſiding in King, Lords and 
Commons, as One: Corporation;- there does appear, at this. 


- ConjunEure, a-Diſſolution of the Governmentz A-Diſiolution 
manifeſtly, as-to- the Exerciſe of it. .- This Appearance doos 


ariſe. from the opening;of the: laſt Scene..- For. the King being. 


now: gone; gone from his People, and-departin 3 from. his Go- 
vernment, that One Corporation-( we ſpeakof ) 


| 1$ broke: {o- 
that there remains now no ſubject for.that ſupreme Authority z- 
FE | | It. 
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" It-being evident, that a:Parliament, wherein an Eſential point 
of our Conſtitution does: conſiſt, cannot now ' be Aﬀembled : 
And: theProvidence-of God it {elf hath extraordinarily deter- 
-min*d our Cafe.:::If a King dies, he.bath a Succeſſor, and the | 
Right devolyes upon Him ; but whillt the King lives, he hath | 
- no Succeſſor; and the Right. remaining in Him and no: Qther ; 
- and he being divided from his Lords and Commons, the Sub- 
[je& of the Supreme Power, or this One Corporation ( where- 
of: the King is a Chief, Eſſential, and Conflituent Part) dots 
_perfeftly: ceaſe, and:muſt neceſſarily cauſe a Diſſolution. | 
: --I chooſe not to found this upon what does more convince 
-Others, which comes to this Account : The King, by his frie- 
-quent Malverſation in the. Government, and rooted Defign of 
{ubverting our Religious and Civil Rights, for the Ititrofluftion * | © 
of Arbitrary Power -and Popery, which being. aggravate! by | 
Fuch. an-Endeavour, as the deſtroying that Share in the Go- 
verament, which every. Commoner hath, that hath Right to 
chooſe -his/Repreſentative in-Parliament, by his Garbling'Cor- 
-Porations, .and ſo evacuating this Liberty in effe&t ; and: by 
--ſuch-an endeavour alſo, .as the exterminating -his Proteſtant 
. ;Subjeas ; ſeeing that- Religion which he would. have intro- 
-duced; is ſuch, as by the Principles of it, if. it comes into. Da- 
mwation, muſt do ſo to. all Hereticks; and thereupon may 
he be look'd on no. longer as Rex, but Hoſtis, and Hoſts Publi- 
. £14. Beſides, the ſubjecting us to a Foreign: Juri{diction, 'and 
the very.changing the Government, by that indefinite Diſpen- 
ſing Power over the Laws, as was carved to him by his Judges, | 
from Regal to Deſpotical : It is. judged by them, that he is me 
Fallen thereupon from his Royal Dignity.z and that the Uni- 
verſality thereby have Warrant not only to defend themſelves 
againſt-him, -but by Vertue of that SanQion, which is-:tacitly 
implyed inithe Laws of the Conſtitution, to proceed on to take 
the Forfeiture He hath made of his Government, and Depoſe 
Him: Forit is a fond thing, Cthink they) to imagine any 
Laws without a SanQion ; and impoſlible there ſhould be any 
'other Sanction in Treaties between Free Nations, or between. a 
Free-People, and the Governour they ſet over Themſelves, than 
-Force to: be uſed by the Parties concern'd ; - there being. no 
Third Party on Earth to appeal to, in ſuch Caſes. 


How- 
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However this be, it being taken for granted, That the Go- 
vernment is difſolyed, and I ſuppoſe upon- that preceding  Ac- 
preme Authority that lay before in the Three as united in One, 
does eſcheat; or fall to the Community ; who muſt therefore 
chooſe a new Subject for "that Power ; and ' it lies at their 


count, of the One Corporation (I fay) being broke, the St- 


Diſcretion to place it- in what Subje they pleaſe: They may 


lodg it in the' Lords and Commons alone, without a King, if 
they think that Government: beſt ; the matter lies altogether 
upon their Agreement, and Conſent. I ſuppoſe it moſt likely, 
that they will agree to place it again in a-Monarch, Lords and 
Commons ( the Perſon only left at Choice, and Care had to_ 
prevent all Danger of Law in the Caſe) according to the 
Ancient Conſtitution'; Though what Man can know the- Mind 
of A rg when once come together, if he knows his own 
Mind ? ED, fs ED, 
There is one thing we have now Opportunity- to obtain, - 
which-we can never recover again, if it be loſt; and that is, 
what His Highneſs the Prince of-Oraxge-hath made one of his 
two Deſigns, The Delivery of the- People from Slavery; which 
can never be done effeftually, and radically, but upon this Ad- 


wantage, The delivering us from Popery,- is contained in the 


ſetling our Religion 3 and that being a Work of great length, 
is the buſineſs more properly of a Parliament ; but this is a 
thing muſt be done by the Community, and conſequently by 
thoſe-that are the Repreſentatives of it, a Convention, fo 
called ( in regard to a higher Capacity hereunto and not' a 
Parliament \ for that repreſents the People, not as in a Com- 
munity, but as in a Common-wealth, where there is pars imperans, 
as well as ſubdita, which now is not. A Parliament makes Laws 
for the Adminiſtration, but the People as in a Community make 
Laws for the Conſtitution, oy y OI m_—_ 
 E would therefore humbly offer” it to the Conſideration of 
thoſe, who ſhall meet as Members of this Convention, That, 
in order to the Effet premiſed, they do but agree and pitch 
pon this- one certain Point of good--Polity, that - where -they 


place the Swprean Authority, they lay alſo the Rights or Pro= 


perties Of  1t3 - that is, the Jura Majoſtatis ( Majeſtas being 
Maxima Poteſtas ) all together. POM Cs oe. 


The 


TL 24 ) 


"he Rights of Majeſty, or the Supream Power, are mainly 
"theſe ; The. firſt is Legsſlation, or making Laws ; and this un- 
-doubtedly lies in a Parliament. ' The next, is: the, Power. of 
railing, Arms, or Armies, or the Militia, the Power of :making 
Peace and War, or the Power of the- Sword, which is necella- 
ry to maintain thoſe Laws. The third 'is a Power over our 

Eſtates, or the Purſe, or raiſing Mony, which wuſt maintain 
the Sword. A fourth, .is the Power. of chooſing Magiſtrates ta 
rule Us according to theſe Laws ; ſuch as Judges and Sheriffs, 
*t0'name no other. A fifth, 1s the /aſi Appeal. Now let but 
the Power of the 44:litia and chooſing Magiſtrates, be laid where 


Legiſlation is, and we ſhall be fundamentally delivered from all 


Slavery for ever in the Nation. DSi 
If we be enſlaved or oppreſſed by any Prince for the time to 

come, it mult be either by Force or by Injauſtice. We cannot 

be oppreſled by Force, becauſe no Forces then can be raiſed by 


Him, :but 'by a Partiament. He cannot rule by an Army, or by ' 


Violence; for the A£liriais in the Lords and Commons, as well 
:5:iln Him, and they will not let him do fo: We cannot be 


oppreſſed with Jzjaftice; for the J=dges and Officers entruſted 


with the Execution of F#ſtice, ſhall be choſen alſo by them, and 
they will look to that. l i 

- It is true, while no Parliament ſits, the King by Virtue of 
the Executive Power lying in him, may raiſe Arms, and put.in 
Officers and Magiſtrates as there is need ; but both theſe are 
to be done under the Controul of the next Parliament (which 
zre therefore to ſit often by ancient Statutes) there being no 
War to be-levied, nor Magiſtrates confirmed, without their 
Approbation. OE yet 

Let us remember the. State we are in, a State that puts the 
Supream Power in the Hands of the People, to place it as they 
will : and therefore to bound and limit it as they ſee fit for the 


publick Urility ; and-if «they do it not now, the Ages to come 


' will have occaſion to blame them for ever. When the Supream 
Power is upon the diſpoſing, if they do not take this Item, as 
part of their proper Work, To bind the Deſcent of it to 4 Pro- 


reftart, I ſhall blame them : But I ſhall do. ſo muck. more, if 


after the Danger we have been in, -of Arbitrary Domination 
and Popery, by the King's raiſing Arms, and putting Judges in 
-and out at his Pleaſure, they do not take more care of the 
b | | SUPream 
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Supream Power; to lay it and its Rights. better together. : 


Eſpecially, ſeeing nothing can indced' be that in Nature, which 


'K is; without its” Properties. - This 18 uniform ( 1 muſt perti{t } 


tothe Nature of Government ; that. where the: Supream Au- 
thority is, there muſt be its Prerogatives.; and where the chief 
or principal Rzghts of It 1s, there ſhould all the reſt which 


"depend upon, and belong to;it, bez placed alſo : Where Leela. 


tzon is-lodged; there ſhould the X44ria, there ſhould the Power 
of making. Jadges, to name nothing more''than' ferrves my 


\ turn, be lodged alfo. It 1s this hath been the great Declenſion, 


Fault, or Defect of our Engliſh Common- Wealth, ' that the 
People have ſuffered theſe Rights of Soveraignty, to come ta 
be divided, ariſing ( we- muft conceive ) from - the Admins- 


| ftration, that is, Male- Adminiſtration ;, as appears, for Ex- 


amp:ie, in the filitza, which upon: the freſh.coming in of the 


late King, was in two or -three hot As, .dedjared now and 
ever to have been-in the King; when both'the Aſſertion was 


groſs. Flattery, and ſach Acts void, as fundamentally repug- 


- nant to the Conſtitution, | 


There is'one Difficulty to be thought on, and that is, the 
Negative Voice of the Prince it lis-Parliament. The Lords 


and Commons may agree upon ſome Law for the pub'iick Benefit, 


and the King alone may refuſe to' pafsir._ ' If he be obtinate, 
This is a great Evil, and+ might: really. make one; think, it 
would be better therefore (for: the. preveiiting this Inconve- 
nience )-to.place the Supream Power in Lords and Commons only, 
without a Controler, Unto which may beadded, the Power of 
Calling and Diſlolving Parliaments at pleaſure; by virtue 
whereof, our Kings hitherto bave pretended a Power prega- 
minant aver: them... But foraſmuch as theſe: Prerogatives may be 
diſputed, and the Negative Yoice hath been deny'd' by many 
Judicious - Mei,” who have pleaded” the Obligation of former 
Princes to confirny thoſe Laws, qzuas vulgar elegerit ; it is ro be 
hoped that the Wiſdom of the Nation will be abte to find 


out ſome" TapbaNs or. Salve. for: this Difficulty, and for more 


than:thatalſo:;: ſe Jong'as they have the:Gilden Opportunity, oth 


bring a Crops in cnt) fiand; with: their Teri or Condition: inv 


.' AS. for the ſeverat Grievances thatneed Redreſs, and many: 
gpod Things that are wanting to,compleat the Happine(s of 


our 


© 6D ws > OT coi 

our Kingdom 3 there may be ſome Foundation laid happily, or 
Preparations made in order thereunto by this Convention; but 
as belonging to the: Adminiſtration, and being Matters of long 
Debate, they are the Work niore properly of an enſuing 


Parliament. Only let not. the Members of-this preſent Grear | 


Aſſembly forget, that they having ſo unlimited a Power, and' 


the Nation ſuch an Qpportunity, which, as.the Secular Games, 


they are never like to ſee bot once, they ere more ſtrifly there- 
ſore bound in "Conſcience, and in Duty to their Country, to 
' negle@ no kind of thing, which they judg abſolutely neceſſary 
to the publick Good. | care not if I commend three or four 
fach Particulars ,againſt the time to Conſultation, which ſhall 
be theſe : A Regulation of 'Weſtminſter- Hall : A Proviſion a- 


gainſt buying or. ſelling of Offices : -A Regiſter of Eſtares : A. 


Freedom from” Perſecation (by a Bill for Comprehenſion and 
Indulgence ) in the buſineſs of Religion : A Redemption of the 
Chimny Aony, which bringing the King to be Lord of every 
Man's: Houſg,. is againſt rs ef ; and an over-Ballance-in the 


- Revenue, is againſt the Intereſt of the Nation 


pm 


ld. 


THE Breviate bing ended, we cannot but reflect vpon the 


A King; there being ſo much Concern in the'Minds of ma- 


NY, about their Allegrance to Him, though He be gone L "Bar - 


ſack Perſons as theſe ſhou'd look'a-littke more to the:Bottom, 
That a People is not made for the King, - bit the King for the 
Peole:: And though He'be greater than them in ſome Reſpzs ; 
yet, quoad finem, the People are always greater than Him:: 
Th?tis, 1t the Good of the one, and the other, ſtand-in Com- 


petition, there.is no-Compariſon, but a Nation is to be pre- 


3 


ferr'd befcre one Man. ( As appears by the Opinion of King. 


Fares the Firſt, hereto annexed. ) If the Being of them be 


inconſiſtent one with another, there is no doubt, but itis better 
that's King ceaſe, than that a: whole: Nation ſbould periſh. And 


upon: fach a Suppotition:ds thisy: all Obligatiowas:to! Duty nit; - 


ceaſe likewiſe. There are me tacit: Conditions in a Oartis,/ 


as the beſt Caſuiſis tell us ( ſuch as Rebus fic fantibas, for one! 
that we muſt teer our Conſcienes by 313 theſe: Cales 3" He i the 


Prince 


i, 


| Adiniſter of 'Ged for our Good, fays the. Scriptorer And: if any; 
-1:0 Ke | | 
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Prince thexefore be under thoſe Circumſtances, as that it 


cannot. be for the Peoples Good that he ſhould rule over 
them ; we do look upon fuch a Ruler to be bound: in Con- 
. ſcience to give up his Government, as being no Afniſtcr of God 


upon that Account': And fo, having no Authority from Gcd 


for that Ofice, the Peoples Obligation to be ſubje& to Him, is 
-at,an end with it. - If they obey him' longer; it is for Frath, 
| not for Conſcience ſake, If his Majeſty now of Great Britain, 
. out.of ſame deep Senſe; that he; being a Roman C atholith;, can- 
not rule, and be true to his Religion, ( which he may ) ſuppoſe 
does oblige him- to an Eſtabliſhment thereof by all the ways 


and- means of his Church, though neyer ſo deſtrugive to 


ours ( but-it will be to the Hurt, nct Good-of vs who are Pro- 


teſtants) hath been pleaſed to withdraw himſelf from his Go- 


vernment, to make us more quiet and happy ; We are in all 
Gratitude to acknowledg his P:ety, Goodmeſs, and. Condefſcention 
to be ſo mach, as very few of his Subjects could ever hare 
ſuſpefted : But if it be out of another Mind hethath done ir, 
We-have ſtill more Reaſon to bleſs Almighty God, who. dacs 
often ſerve his Providence by Mens Improvidence ;, and cutting 
off Mens- Ends from their Means, he. uſes their Means to his 
own Ends, when he is pleaſed to work Deliverance for 2 


People ; as he hath at this Seaſon, 40 graciouſly and wonder- 


fully done for Us, that there is nothing more needful, even 
to the moſt. ſcrupulous Conſcience, than an_ bumble and awful 
ROIRnce in the Divine Connſel, to give Satisfaction in this 
Matter, | | : $ | 


